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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This is in response to tine applicant's communication filed on July 17, 2008, 
wherein: 

Claims 1, 3-9, 11-16, 23, 25-28 are currently pending; 
Claims 2, 10, 17-22 and 24 have been cancelled; 
Claims 1, 9, 23, have been amended. 
Clam 9 is amended as follow: 

(Currently amended) A method for providing fee-based collaborative access 
to data stored on a shared data peripheral dev i ces device comprising the steps of." 

1) allocating a selected storage area in a secure data storage medium; 

2) receiving login data corresponding to an identity of an associated user : 

3) receiving, from the associated user, formatting data corresponding to a 
format for storage of electronic document data: 

4) communicating electronic document data from at least one data 

input/output 

device in a data peripheral system into the selected storage area of secure data 
storage medium for storage in accordance with received formatting data : 

5) securing charge information from an-the associated user, which charge 
information allows for securing of payment for use the data peripheral system; 
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6) securing charge verification information corresponding to charge 
information 

received from the associated user; and 

7) enabling operation of the data peripheral system in accordance with an 
output of the verification means so as to provide fee-based access of the 
associated user to the peripheral system 

8) receiving, from the associated user, an access control list corresponding 
to an Identity of at least one user authorized to access data stored in the selected 
storage area of the secure data storage medium : 

9) storing the access control list, which access control list dictates an identity 

of 

users authorized to access the data stored in the selected storage area of the 
secure data storage medium : 

10) generating secure login data for each authorized user associated with 
the access control list : 

1 1 ) communicating login information corresponding to secure login data to 
each authorized user : 

12) receiving login data from the at least one authorized user : 

13) testing received login data from the at least one authorized user against 
the access control list: and 
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14) comnnunicatinq data stored in the selected storage area of the secure 
data storage medium to the at least one authorized user in accordance with an 
output of the testing step . 

Note: for convenience, number (1 HI 4) are added to the beginning of each 
element. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification slnall contain a written description of tiie invention, and of tlie manner and 
process of making and using it, in sucln full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any 
person skilled in the art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make 
and use the same and shall set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out 
his invention. 

3. Claims 1,3-9, 11-16, 23, 25-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first 
paragraph, as failing to comply with the written description requirement. The 
claim(s) contains subject matter which was not described in the specification in 
such a way as to reasonably convey to one skilled in the relevant art that the 
inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, had possession of the claimed 
invention. 

Applicant has added limitations to this claims related to "receiving, from ttie 
associated user, an access control list (step 8); testing received login data (step 
13). Examiner has reviewed applicant's disclosure and submits that this added 
limitation finds no support in the specification as currently written and is, therefore, 
directed to new matter. Applicant's specification appears to teach storing an 
access control list, which access control list dictates an identity of users authorized 
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to access data stored in the selected storage area of the secure data storage 
medium. However, examiner submits that these teachings do not provide 
adequate support for the claim language of claims 1 , 9 and 23 as currently 
amended. Applicant's specification provides no teaching or disclosure of 
"receiving, from the associate user , an access control list and the testing feature as 
stated above. 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification sliall conclude witli one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5. Claims 1,3-9, 11-16, 23, 25-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim 
the subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

As for independent claims 1 , 9, and 23, the preamble stated " a system, 
method , computer implement method for providing collaborative access to data 
stored on a shared data peripheral device" . However, the limitation in the body of 
the claim does not clarify how the "collaborative access" feature is carried out. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as 
set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be 
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patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious 
at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said 
subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention 
was made. 

7. Claims 1 , 4-8, 9, 1 2-1 6, 23, 25-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as 
being unpatentable over Hamada (US 7,254,606) in view of Clymer et al. (US 

7,225,263) 

As for claim 9 Hamada discloses a method for providing fee-based 
collaborative to data stored on a shared data peripheral device comprising the 
steps of: 

1) allocating a selected storage area in a secure data storage medium [...i.e. 
sending ttie data witti the data storage request to the selected data server, and 
store the data in the select data server, abstract; and figures 2 and 15]; 

2) receiving login data corresponding to an identity of an associated user 
{...receive the user authentication; see col. 6, lines 1-13, col. 10, lines 41-50, 
figures11-12, and 20,]; 

3) receiving, from the user, formatting data corresponding to a format for 
storage of electronic document data [...receiving data into a predetermined format 
implies that formatting data would have been received beforehand from a user; see 
col. 5, lines 5-14]; 

4) communicating electronic document data from at least one data 
input/output device in a data peripheral system into the selected storage area of 
secure data storage medium for storage in accordance with received formatting 
data [...i.e. network (10); sending the data associated with the data storage request 
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to the selected data server via the communication line;; figures 1,11 and 12; col. 1 , 
lines 60-62; col. 3, lines 20-26; col. 4, lines 13-20]; 

5) securing charge information from the associated user, which charge 
information allows for securing of payment for use the data peripheral system 

[. ..i.e. charge process for a user to pay a fee for the use of data system; figures 24- 
25; col. 15, lines 33-60]; 

6) securing charge verification information corresponding to charge in 
formation received from the associated user [...i.e. sending a message indicating 
that the service subscription value has paid; col. 16, lines 32-42; figure 24, step 
(1823)]; 

7) enabling operation of the data peripheral system in accordance with an 
output of the verification means so as to provide fee-based access of the 
associated user to the peripheral system [...i.e. enabling the process of sending the 
requested storage data to data server from client terminal; and the process of 
receiving the data from the data server; col. 3, lines 1-6; col. 8, lines 32-67; col. 9, 
lines 1-2 and figures 2-3]; 

8) receiving, a data list corresponding to an identity of at least one user 
authorized to access data stored in the selected storage area of the secure data 
storage medium {see col. 6, lines 24-31 figures 5-7 for the storage data list that 
contain authorized user information; and see figure 4, col. 9, lines 14-40, discuses 
control server 1 1 1 accesses data servers that store user data to be checked;} 
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9) storing the data list, which dictates an identity of users authorized to 
access the data stored in the selected storage area of the secure data storage 
medium {see col. 6, lines 24-31 figure 7 discuses the storage data list that contain 
authorized user information; and see figure 4, col. 9, lines 14-40, control server 1 1 1 
accesses data servers that store user data to be checked;} 

10) generating secure login data for each authorized user associated with 
the access control list {see figures 3 and 18, col. 8, lines 33-67, col. 9, lines 1-7, 
discuses the generating the user authentication process for accessing user data 
stored in the data server} 

11) communicating login information corresponding to secure login data to 
each authorized user {see figures 11-12, 18 col. 9, lines 3-7; col. 10, lines 41-67; 
col. 13, lines 40-Q7 discuses the communication line between the client terminal 
(user) and the control server 111 for accessing to the data server; receiving login 
data from the at least one authorized user}; 

13) testing received login data from the at least one authorized user against 
the access control list {see figures 1 1-12, 18, col. 10, lines 41-67; e.g. user 
authentication is checked if the user level recognized }; and 

14) communicating data stored in the selected storage area of the secure 
data storage medium to the at least one authorized user in accordance with an 
output of the testing step {see figures 1,3 and 18, col. 8, lines 35-67; col. 9, lines 1- 
8; col. 13, lines 43-45 discuses a communication process executed upon reading 
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out user data saved in the data servers 112 and 113 and outputting the readout 
data by the remote printer 121}. 

Hamada discloses all the limitation as stated above, Hamada further 
discloses receiving and storing the data list corresponding to an identity of at least 
one user authorized {see col. 6, lines 24-31 figure 7 discuses the storage data list 
that contain authorized user information}. However, Hamada does not mention 
about "receiving, from the associated user (step 12), an access control list 
corresponding to an identity of at least one user authorized from the associated 
user" step 9. 

In the similar method for accessing information from the storage medium or 
server through the network, Clymer et al disclose receiving, from the associated 
user, an access control list, and storing an access control list corresponding to an 
identity of at least one user authorized from the associated user {see abstract, 
figure 2A, col.3, lines 24-32; e.g. received an access control list that is associated 
with a user of the network devices; and see figure 1 , col. 4, lines 24-27, for the 
storing the access control list on the authentication server 120. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to provide the method and system of Hamada to include the access 
control list feature as taught by Clymer in order to provide the better solutions that 
supports network access information, to provide efficient user of device memory. 
{Clymer, col. 2, lines 14-28} 
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Note: As for the claimed "collaborative access feature". It is not given 
patentable weight since it is not in the body of the claim. However the examiner 
notes that it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
incorporate this feature in the claim invention since the "collaborate feature" is old 
and well known In the art. 

As for claim 12, Hamada discloses the data peripheral system includes at 
least one of a printer, facsimile, scanning device, character recognition system, and 
storage device [...figure 1]. 

As for claim 13, Hamada discloses the step of selecting parameters for a 
selected data processing operation undertaken in connection with the data stored 
in the secure data storage medium [...i.e. user select a data server in wliicli lie or 
sfie want to store data; col. 6, lines 9-13; col. 12, lines 62-66 and figure 14]; 

As for claim 14, Hamada discloses the charge information includes 
information associated with at least one of a pre-paid debit card, coupon, and credit 
card [...debit card or credit card; col. 17, lines 3-9]. 

As for claim 15, Hamada discloses the step of tracking the user's usage of 
the data peripheral system and generating a cost for the user's usage of the data 
peripheral system [...i.e. control server 111 and IC card 124 manage user's 
information such as charge information, various kinds of information with the 
storage data servers; col. 16, lines 45-52; and figures 1 , 22 and 24]. 

As for claim 16, Hamada discloses the step of applying the generated cost 
to the user's charge information [...i.e. calculating the value of data usage, and then 
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send to the user; and then send the message to the server of the use's bank to 
designates the amount to be paid; col. 15, lines 5560; col. 16, lines 4-8; lines 22-24; 
lines 32-35; figure 24]. 

As for independent claim 1, Hamada discloses a system for providing fee 
based access to data stored on a shared data peripheral device comprising: a data 
peripheral system with at least one data input/output device, a secure data storage 
medium {see figure 1}. Basically, the claim deals with the means functions that 
carry out the method step of the independent claim 9. It is rejected for the same 
reason sets forth independent claim 9 stated as above. 

As for dependent claims 4-8 which deal with a system that carries out the 
method steps of the dependent claims 12-16 above. They are rejected for the 
same reason sets for the dependent claims 12-16 stated above. 

As for Independent claim 23 which deals with a computer-implement that 
carries out the method step of the independent claim 9 above. It is rejected for 
same reason sets forth the independent claim 9 stated above. 

As for dependent claims 26-28 which deals with a computer implement 
method that carries out the method steps of the dependent claims 6-8. They are 
rejected for the same reason sets forth the dependent claims 6-8 above. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 



Application/Control Number: 10/816,653 Page 
Art Unit: 3689 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as 
set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be 
patented and the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious 
at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said 
subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention 
was made. 

9. Claims 3,1 1 , 1 9, 25 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable 
over Hamada in view of Clymer et al. (US 7,225,263) and further in view of Aoyagi 
(US 2003/0071900). 

As for claims 3, 11, 19, 25, Hamada/Clymer discloses the claim invention 
as stated above. However, Hamada doesn't explicitly disclose means adapted for 
selectively de-allocating the selected storage area in the secure data storage 
medium after expiration of a pre-selected duration. 

Aoyagi discloses means adapted for selectively de-allocating the selected 
storage area in the secure data storage medium after expiration of a pre selected 
duration [...i.e. the image data to be deleted/de-allocated based on the order of the 
image data retention dates; par. 0055; abstract and figure 7]. 

Therefore, It would have been obvious in one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to incorporate the allocating the image data in a storage 
medium of Hamada/Clymer to include the method of de-allocating the image data 
as taught by Aoyagi in order to reduced the storage capacity medium as well as 
reducing the customer usage's charge. 
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Response to Arguments 

10. Applicant's arguments filed 07/17/08 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 , 3-9, 11-16, 23, 25- 
28 have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

In response to applicant's arguments, the recitation "collaborative document' 
feature has not been given patentable weight because the recitation occurs in the 
preamble. A preamble is generally not accorded any patentable weight where it 
merely recites the purpose of a process or the intended use of a structure, and 
where the body of the claim does not depend on the preamble for completeness 
but, instead, the process steps or structural limitations are able to stand alone. See 
In re Hirao, 535 F.2d 67, 190 USPQ 15 (CCPA 1976) and Kropa v. Robie, 187 F.2d 
150, 152, 88 USPQ 478, 481 (CCPA 1951). 

In response to applicant's argument (page 1 1 of the remark) that the 
references fail to show certain features of applicant's invention, it is noted that the 
features upon which applicant relies (i.e., "document sharing system that alleviates 
the problem associated with sharing documents, such as large documents) are not 
recited In the rejected clalm(s). Although the claims are Interpreted In light of the 
specification, limitations from the specification are not read into the claims. See In 
re Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 1181, 26 USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir.1993). 
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Conclusion 

1 1 . THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of tine extension of 
time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire 
THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is 
filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory 
action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory 
period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory 
action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a) will be 
calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will 
the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date 
of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Thuy-Vi Nguyen whose telephone number is 
571-270-1614. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through 
Thursday from 8:30 A.M to 6:00 P.M. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Janice Mooneyham can be reached on 571-272-6805. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information As for the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
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published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like 
assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571- 
272-1000. 

IT. N./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3689 



/Janice A. Mooneyham/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3689 



